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The traits we didn’t know we had
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2021-22 ACRL Research Planning and Review Committee

Top trends in academic libraries

A review of the trends and issues

This article summarizes trending topics in academic librarianship from the past two years—a time of tremendous
upheaval and change, including a global pandemic, difficult reflections concerning racial justice, and war between
nation states. Rapid changes and uncertainty from these events have created a significant amount of shifts to
academic libraries, higher education, and society in general. Such shifts have yielded new perspectives and
innovations in how librarians approach delivering services, supporting student success, managing staff and physical
spaces, embracing new technology, and managing data. This report attempts to provide a snapshot of
developments worth noting.

COVID-related trends
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En 2013, Viktor Mayer-Schonberger, profesor de 1a Universidad de Oxford y Kenneth Cukier,
editor de la revista The Economist, publicaron un libro revelador titulado Big data. La revelucidn
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